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N handlin gun Katzen I hall p TT hotly 
3 _ poſition, That ches of our Par- 
—m— s themfetves Members of the 
hurch Aablidh d, and under the Apoſtalicaf 
Gorernment of Biſhops, do deſite the Contin 
and Tranſmiſſion of it to Poſtetity, at ledft in a4 
good a Condition as it is at preſent; becauſe” as 
ö 4125 Difcourſe is not caleulated for Diſſentecs t 
any kind, ſo neither will ic ſuit the Talk ot Sehiti- 
ments of thoſe Perfons, wlio with the Denomins-. . 
tion of Churchmen are Oppreſſors of the iuferiout 
Clergy, and perpetually Juarrelling at che 
lacomes of the Biſhops; Which is a traditional abr 13 
delivered down from | Forty e and cominued 8 
wick great Reaſon', although ir is now near 200" 
Vears ſince almoſt three Parts in four of the Chuck 
Revenues have been taken from tlie Clergy; be- 
ſides the Spoils that have Ta prone made 42 
ſinceg of dlebes and other L rhe Confifion'- 
of Times, the Fraud of Sewer Neighbours,' 
or 1 of Oppreſſors too 7 ro de ee EE 
Vun A 
About the time of the Reformation, many Po reh, 
Biſhops „ Tat "© 
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: been ſoon ejected if they would not change their 
3 Religion, made long Leaſes and Fee-farms of great 
Part of their Lands, - reſerving very inconſiderable 
| Rents, ſometimes only a Chiefry ; by a Power they 
aſſumed, directly contrary to many antient Canons, 
yet conſiſtent enough with the Common Law. This 
Trade held on for many Years after the Biſhops be- 
came Proteſtants, and ſome of their Names are ſtill 
remembred with Infamy, on Account of enriching 
their Families by ſuch Sacrilegious Alienations. By 
theſe means, Epiſcopal Revenues-were ſo low re- 
duced, that three ox four Sees were often united to 
make a tolerable Competency. For ſome Remedy 
to this Evil, King James the Firſt, by a Bounty 
that became a good Chriſtian King, beſtowed ſeve- 
al forfeited Lands on the Northern Biſhopricks; 
but in all other Parts of the Kingdom, the Church 
continued ſtill in the Tame Diſtreſs and Poverty; 
ſome of the Sees hardly poſſeſſing enough to main- 
tan à Country Vicar. About the middle of King 
Charles the firlt's Reign, The Legiſlature here 
_ thought fit to put a ſtop at leaſt co any farther Ali- 
' enations ; and ſo a Law was egacted, prohibiting 
all Biſhops and other Eccleſiaſtical Corporations, 
from ſetting their Lands for aboye the Term oftwen- 
ty one Years, the Rent reſerved to be one half of the 
| _ real Value of ſuch Lands at the time they were ſer, 
_  _ without which Condition the Leaſe to be void. 
| S8 Soon after the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
_ - ſecond, the Parliament taking into conſideration the 
_ * miſerable Eſtate of the Church, certain Lands by 
way of Augmentation , - were granted to eight Bi- 
= ſhops in the Act of Settlement, and confirmed in 
| the Act of Explanation ; of whieh Bounty, as I re- 
| member, three Sees were in a gre at meaſure _ 
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for giving Biſhops leave to let Fee-Farms, others 


of two Kinds. Of the firſt Kind, are long 


0 5 ) 
ted; but by whas Accidents, it is nor here of * 
Importance to relate: 
This at preſent is the Condition if the Church 
in /reland, with Regard to Epiſcopal Revenues, 


which T have thus Briefly. (and perhaps 3 


deduced for ſome Information to thoſe 


Thougins do not lead them ro ſuch Conſiderations. 


By virtue of the Statute already mentioned un- 
der King Charles the firſt; limiting Eccleſiaſtical Bo- 
dies to the Term of twenty one Years, under the 
reſerved Rent of half real Value, the Biſhops. 
have had ſome ſhare in the gradual Riſe of 


without whieh they could not have been ſuppor- 
ted, with any common Decency that might became C 
their Station. It is above eighty Mears ſinoe the 


aſſing of that Act: The See of Meath, one of the 
ſt in the Kingdom, was then worth a . 
per Aunum, the poorer ones in the ſame Preportion. 


If this were their preſent Condition, I cannot con- 


ceive how they would have been able to pay for 
their Patents, or buy their Robes; Put this will 
certainly be the Condition of theiy Suereſſorz, if 


ſuch a Bill ſhould Paſs as they ſay is how intemfed, 


which I will ſuppoſe and believe many; Perforigwho : 


may give a Vote for it, are not ar of. +. 


However, this is the Act Which i now: attempt- 
ed to be repealed, or at leaſt eluded; ſome are 


would allow them to let Leaſes for Lives, and the 

moſt Moderate would repeal that Clauſe, by wine | 

_y Biſhops : are bound to let their Lands wc 
ue 5 a 

The Reaſons for a Riſe of Value in 83 9:2; 


S after the Deraſtations of War; Planearti- 
| Os 


Peace and 


bus, Improvements of bad Soil, Recovery of Boge 
and Marſhes, Advancement of Trade and Manii- 
factures, Encreaſe of Inhabicaars, Encouragement 
of Agriculture, and the Like. 
But chere is another Reaſon fot the Riſe of Land, 
more gradual, conſtant and certain, which will have 
its e in Countries that are very far from flou- 
riſhing in any of the Advantages I have juſt men- 
of Geld and Silver. I {hall diſtourſe upon theſe rwo 
different Kinds, with a View towards the Bill now 


As to the Firſt, I cannot ſee how this Kingdom 
| 1 007 Height of Improvement, while four Parts 
fia hye of the Plantations for 30 Tears paſt, hade 
been real Diſimprovements, nine in ten of che 
% being ruined ſor want of Care ot 
Skill. And as to Foreſt Trees, they being oſten taken 
ont af. Woods and planted in fingle Rows on the 
Tops af Dirches, it is impoſſible they ſhould grow 
to be of Uſe, Beauty, or Shelter. Neither can it 
be ſaid, that the Soil of Zreland is improved to its 
full Height, while ſo much lies all Winter under 
Wasen aud the Bogs made almoſt e by the 
ill Cutting of the Turf. There hatly indead been 
ſome. little Improvement in the Manufactures of 
Linen and Woollen, although very ſhort of Perſecti- 
on: But our Trade was never in ſo low a Condition: 
And as to Agriculture, of which all wiſe Nations 
have been ſo tender, the Deſolation made in the 
Country by Engroſſing Graziers, and the grear 
yearly Importation of Corn from England, are la- 


mcntable Iaftances under what Diſcour it 


But 
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But notwithſtanding all theſe Merrifications, I ſap-' | 
poſc there is no Well wiſner te his Country wich- 
dur a little Hope, that in Time the Kingdom may be 
on a better Foot in ſome ot the Axrictes above men- 
tioned; and it would be hard if Ecclefraftical Bo- 
dies ſhould be the only Perſons excluded from any 
- hare in Publick Advantages, which yet can never 
bappen without a greater ſhare of Profic to their Te- 
vants : If God ſends Ram equally upon the Faſt and 
the Luft, why ſhould thoſe who wait at his Altars, 
and are Inſtructers of the People, be cut off from par- 
raking in the general Beneſits of Law ot of Nature? 
nt as this way of Reaſoning may ſeem ro bear 
2 more. favourable Eye to the Clergy, than perhaps 
will ſuit wich the preſent Diſpoſition or Faſhion of 
the Age; I fball therefore dwelf more largely upon 
the Second Reaſon for the Riſe of Land, which is 
the perpetual Decreaſe of the Value of Gold and Sil. 
This may be obſerved from the Courſe of the R 
men Hiftory , above two thouſand Years befbre 
thoſe inexhauſtible Silver Mines of Pur were 
kiown. The Value of an Obetes, and of a- 
1 —— 
ur, u fire parts in fix, as 
appears by ſeveral Paſfages out of the beſt Authors. 


not ariſe from the Encreaſe of Bullion inthe World. 
by the Difcovery of new Mines, hut from à much 
more accidental Cauſe, which was the ſpreading of 
their Conqueſts, and thereby Importing into Rane 
and Truly the Riches of the Ef and . 
When rhe Scat of Empire was removed to CG. 
ftantinople, the: Tide of Money flowed that waß 
withaut ever returning, and was ſcatterec in Afa. 
3 N Dee 


And yet the prodigious Wealth-of that Scare dic 


( 7 A", 

ben that mighty: Empire was overthrown by 
the Northern People, ſuch a ſtop was pur to all 
| Trade and Commetce, that vaſt Sums of Money 
were buried to eſcape the Plundering of the Con- 
querors, and what in way carried off by ——— 
Ravagers. 

. Tr were no difficule matter to compute the Valucof 
Money i in E»g/and during the Saxon Reigns: but the 
Monkiſh and other Writets ſince the Conqueſt have 

t that Matter in a clearer Light, by the ſeveral 

ccounts they have given us of the value of Corn 
and Cattle, in years of Dearth and Plenty. Every: 
one knows that King John s whole Portion before he 
came to the Crown, was but five Thouſand Pounds 
Without a Foot of Land. Fi 

I have likewiſe ſeen the Stewards Accounts, of 
an Antient Noble Family in England, written in 
Latin, between three and four Hundred Years 
505 with the ſeveral Ptices of Wins and Maud, 
nfirm my Obſervations. 
have been at the Trouble of computing (as o- 
. have done) the different Values of Money 
for about four Hundred Years paſt. Henry Duke 
of: Lanruſter who lived about — Period, Founded 
an Hoſpital in Leiceſter, for a certain number of 
old Men, charging his Lands with a Groat a Week 
to each for their Maintenance, which is to this Day 
duly paid them. In thoſe Times, a Peny was equal 
ro Ten Pence Halfpeny, and ſomewhat more than 
half a Farthing in ours, which makes about Eight 
Ninchs difference. 

This is plain alſo from the old Cuſtom upon many 
Eſtates in England, to let for Leaſes of Lives (renew- 
able ar pleaſure) where the reſerved Rent is uſual- 
F abour Twelve Pence a Pound, which then was 
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was near the Half teal Value, and although the 
ines are not fixed, yet 
ther not above three Shilli 
Worth of his Land: Andthe Tenants are Io wed- 


MheLandlord gers re 


ded to this Cuſtom, that if the Owner ſuffers three. 
Lives to expire, none of them will take a Leaſe on 


other Conditions for if he brings in a Foreigner who 


will agree to pay a reaſonable Rent, the other Te- 
nants by all manner of Injuries will make that Fo- 
reigner fo uneaſie, that he muſt be forced to 


the Farm; as the late Earl of Bath felt by the Ex- 


perience of above Ten Thouſand Pounds Loſs. 
The Gradual Decreaſe 'fot-abour two Hundred 
Years after was not conſiderable, and therefage I 
do not rely on the Account given by ſome Hiſtbri- 
ans, that Harry the Seventh left behind him Eigh- 
teen Hundred Thouſand Pounds; for although the 
Weſt Indies were diſcover&d before his Death, and 
although he had the beſt Talents and Inſtruments 
for exacting of Money ever poſſeſſed by any Prince 
ſince the Time of Yeſpafian (whom he reſembled in 
many Particulars) yet I conceive that in his Days, 
the whole Coin of Eng/and, could hardly amounc 
to ſuch a Sum. For in the Reign of Phlip and 
Mary, Sir——Cockain of Darbyſßire, the belt Hopſe- 
Keeper of his Quality in the County, allowed his 
Lady Fifry Pounds a Year for maintaining the Fami- 
ly, one Pound a Year Wages to each Servant, and 
two Pounds to the Steward; as I was told by 3 
Perſon of Quality who had ſeen rhe Original Ac- 
count of his Oeconomy: Now this Sum of fifty 
Pourd, added to the Advantages of. a large Do- 
main, might be equal to about five Hundred Pound 
2 Year at preſenc, or ſomewhat more than Four 


Fifths. 
4 a OED. 5 
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The great Plenty of Silver in England began in 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, when Drake and others 
took vaſt quantities of Coin and Bullion from the 
Spaniardo, either upon their own American Coaſts, 
or in their return to Spain, However, ſo much 
hath been imported Annually from that Time to 
this, that the Value of Money in England and molt 
Parts of Europe, is ſunk above one half within the 
ſpace of an Hundred Years, gotwichſtznding the 

great Export of Silver for about eighty Years paſt, 
to the Faſt Indies, from whence it never returns. 
But Gold being not liable to the ſame Accident, and 
by new Diſcoveries growing every Day more plen- 
tiful, ſeems in danger of becoming a Drug. . 
This hath been the Progreſs of the Value of Mo- 
ney in former Ages, and muſt of Neceſſity continue 
9 for the Future, without ſome new Invaſion of 
Goths and Vandals to deſtroy Law, Property and 
1 alter the very face of Natute, and turn 
the World upſide down. _ a e 
I muſt repeat, that what T am to ſay upon this 

Suhject is intended only for the Conviction of thoſe 

among out pwn Party, who are true Lovers of the 

Church, and would be glad it ſhould continue in a 

toletable Degree of Proſperity to the End of the 
L.A Ss 1 
The Church is ſuppoſed to laſt for ever, both in 
its Diſcipline and Doctrine; which is a Priviledge 
common to every petty Corporation, who muſt 
likewiſe obſerve the Laws of their Foundation. If 

a' Gentleman s Eſtate which now yields him a thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, had been Set for ever at the 
higheſt Value even in the flouriſhing Days of King 
Charles the Second, would it now amount to above 
Four or five Hundred at moſt > What if this had 

ö b 85 happened 
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happened two o three, Hundred Years ago, would 


the reſerved Rent at this Day be any more than 4 


ſmall Chiefry? Suppoſe the Revenues of a Biſhop 
to have been under the ſame Circumſtances, coul 
he now be able to perform Works of Hoſpitality 


and Charity? Thus if the Revenues of a Biſhop be 


limited to a Thouſand Pounds a Year, how will his 


Succeſſor be in a Condition to ſupport his Station 
with Decency, when the fame Denomination of Mo- 
ney ſhall not anſwer an half, a quarter, or an 


Ruin. ; >: RO i* Sis. 
The ſame Reaſon holds good in all Corporatſons 
whatſoever, who cannot follow a more e 


Practice than that of granting Perpetuities, for 


% 


which many of them ſmatt ro this Day, Alchough a 


the · Leaders among them are oſten ſo ſtupid as nor 
to perceive it, or ſometimes ſo Knaviſh as to find 
their private Account in cheating the Community. 

Several Colleges in Oxford were aware of this 
growing Evil about an Hundred Years ago, and 
inſtead of limiting their Rents to à certain Sum of 
Money, prevailed with their Tenants to pay the 
Price of ſo many Barrels of Corn, to be valued as 
the Market went, at two Seafons'( as I remember) 


in the Year. For a Barrel of Corn is of a real in- 


trinſick Value, which Gold and Silver are not; 
And by this invention, thefe Colleges haye pre- 
ſerved a tolerable Subſiſtance for their Fellows and 
Srudents to th hx 88 

The preſent Biſhops will indeed be no ſufferers 
by ſuch a Bill, becauſe, their Ages configered, they 
cannot expect to ſee any _ decreaſe in whe 4 
| FS 2 | _ 


part of that Sum? which muſt unavoidably be they, 
Conſequence of any Bill to elude the limiting Ack 
whereby the Church was preſerved from uttef 
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duüfferent Fraceeding in both Kingdoms ? Have not 
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e of Money or at worſt EF, eee it up in 
ich will probably be greater than uſu- 


nants to a real half Value. And as I cannot well 
blame them for taking ſuch Advantages, (conſider- 


ing the Nature of Human kind} when the Queſtion 


is only whether the Money hall be put into their 
own or another Man's Pocket; ſo they will be ne- 


ver excuſable before God. or Man, if they do not 


to the Death oppoſe, declare, and proteſt againſt 
any ſuch Bill, as muſt in its Conſequences compleat 
the Ruin of the Church, and of their own Order in 
this Kingdom. 


If the Fortune of a private Perſon be diminiſhed 
by the weakneſs or inadvertency of his Anceſtors, 
in letting Leaſes for ever at low Rents, the World 
lies open to his Induſtry for Purchaſing of more; 
but the Chürch is barred by a dead Hand, or if it 
were othetwiſe, yet the Cuſtom of making Bequeſts 
to it, hath been out of Practice for almoſt two 
hundred Years, and 4 great deal directly contrary 
hath been its Fortune. 


J have been aſſured by a Perſon of ſome conſe- 


L 
* 


; quence, ta whom I am likewiſe obliged for the ac- 


count of ſome other Facts already related, That the 
late excellent Biſhop of Salisbury, Dr. Burnet, (the 
greateſt Whig of that Bench in his days) confeſſed. 
to him, That the liberty which Biſhops in England 
have of letting Leaſes for Lives, would, in his O- 
Pinion, be one Day the Ruin of Epiſcopacy there; 
and thought the Church in this Kingdom happy. 
by the Limitation Act. „ 
And have we not already found the Effect of this 


two 


HY oo ET IR 
a two Eagliſb Prelates quitted their Peerage and Seas 
in Parliament, in à Nation of Freedom, for the ſake 
r | of a more ample Revenue, even in this unhappy 
Kingdom, rather chan lie under the Mortification 
Il of living below their Dignity at Home ? for which 
r- | however they cannot be juſtly cenſured. I know 
n indeed ſome Perſons who offer as an Argument for 
ir | repealing. the limiting Bill, That it may in futute 
Ages prevent the Practice of providing this King- 


xX dom with Biſhops from England, when the only 
ſt Temptation will be removed. And they alledge, 
it | that as things have gone for ſome Years paſt, Gen- 


tlemen will grow diſcouraged from ſending their 
Sons to the Univerſity, and from ſuffering them to 
enter into Holy Orders, When they are likely to 
languiſh-under a Curacy or ſmall Vicarage, to the 
— of their Lives: But this is all a vain Imagination, 
for the Decreaſe in the value of Money will equally 
affect both Kingdoms: And beſides, When Biſnop- 
ricks here grow too ſmall to invite over Men of 
Credit and Conſequence, they will be left more 
fully to the diſpoſal of a Chief Governour, who 
can never fail of a Chaplain fond of a Title and 
Precedence. Thus will that whole Begeh, in an 
Age or two, be compoſed of mean, ignaranit, fawn- 
ing Gown-men , humble Suppliants and Depen- 
dents upon the Court for a Morſel of Bread, and 
ready to ſerve every Turn that ſhall be demanded 
from chem, in hopes of getting ſome Commendam 
tacked to their Sees; which muſt then be the Trade, 
as it is now too much in Exgland, to the great Diſ- 
couragement of the Inferiour Clergy. Neither is chat 


— 


Practice without Example among us. 
is It is now about Eighty-five Years ſince he 
rt. [Paſſing of that limiting Act, and there is but-one 


Q Inſtance 
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LIuſtance in the memory of Man, of a Biſhop's Leaſe 
broken upon tho Plea of not being Statutahle; 
Which in every bodies Opinion, could have been loſt 

by no other Perſon than he who was then Tenant, 
and happened to be very ungracious in his County. 
In the preſent Biſhop of Meath's Caſe, that Plea 

did not avail, although the Leaſe, were notoriouſly 
unſtatutable, the Rent reſerv d, being, as I have 
been np , not a wr s, of the real Value 

yet the Jury upon their Oaths, very gravely foun 

5 be according to the Statute 8 Sa of them 

was heard to ſay, That he would ea? his Shoes be- 

fore he would give a Verdict for the Biſhop. A 

very few. more have made the ſame Attempt with 

as little Succeſs. Every Biſhop and other Eccleſia- 
Nical Body, reckon forty Pounds in an hundred, to 
be a Reaſonable half Value, or if it be only a third 

Part, it ſeldom or nevet breeds any difference be- 

tween Landlord and Tenant. But when the Rent 

is from five to nine or ten Parts leſs than the Worth, 
the Biſhop, if he conſults the good of his See, will 
be apt to expoſtulate ; and the Tenant, if he be an 
honeſt Man, will have ſome Regard to the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Juſtice of the Demand, ſo as to yield 
to a moderate Advancement, rather than engage 
in a Suit, where Law and Equity are a hc 
gainſt him. By theſe means the Biſhops have been 
ſo true to their Truſts, as to procure ſome ſmall 
ſhare in the Advancement of Rents, although it is 
notorious that they do not Receive the third Peny 
(Fines included) of the real Value of their. 

Lands throughout the Kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what Inconvenience. 
could accrue to the Publick by one or two thou- 
fand Pounds a Year in the Hands of a Proteſtant 

n | Biſhop, 
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Biſhop, any more than of a Lay Perſon. The for- 


mer, generally ſpeaking, lives as Piouſly and Hof 


oft and ſpends as much 


lea I Habirs and Horſes; or if you go to their Houſes, 
ſly by their comfortable way of living. But the 


ave | misfortune is, that ſuch immediate Tenants, gene 
IC; rally ſpeaking, have others under them, and ſo a2 
ind third and fourth in Subordination, till it comes to 


em the Welder (as they call him) who ſits at a rack 


be- Rent, and lives as miſerably as an Triſh Farmet 


A upon a new Leaſe from a Lay Landlord.” But ſup- 
ich poſe a Biſhop happens to be Avaricious (as bei 
ha- | compoſed of the ſame Stuff with other mortal Men 


to the Conſequence to the Publick is no worſe than if 


he were a Squire; for he leaves his Fortune to a Son; 
de- or near Relation, who, if he be Rich enough, will 
ent never think of entring into the Church 
th, And as there can be no Diſadvantage to the 


vill publick, in a Proteſtant Country, that a Man ſhould 
an hold Lands as a Biſhop, any more than if he were 
N- a Temporal Perſon, ſo it is of great Advantage co 


1d | the Community, where a-Biſhop lives as he ou 


8e to do. He is bound in Conſcience to geſide in his 


a- | Dioceſe, and by a ſolemn Promiſe, to keep Hoſ- 
en pirality ; his Eſtate is ſpent in the Kingdom, not 
all Þ remitted to England, he keeps the Clergy to their 
-15 F Duty, and is an Example of Virtue both to them 


pitably as the other, pays his Debts as honeſtly; 
his Revenue among his 
Tenants : Beſides, if they be his immediate Te- 
ty. ¶ nants, you may diſtinguiſh them at firſt fight by their 


and the People. Suppoſe him an ill Man, yet his 


cir. very Character will withhold him from any great - | 


or open Exorbitancies. But in fact, ir muſt be al- 


ce lowed, That the Biſhops of this Kingdom, withia, ; 
ow” twenty Years paſt, have done yery ſignal and laſts | 
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" Whereof are the late and preſent Primate; his Grace 


_ fame Circumſdances with the Biſhops, nor ever 


and Students, as lately they found it neceſſary to 


But the paſſing of ſuch a Bill muſt. put an end to 
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ing Acts of publick Chacity.;- prear: Twſtances 


the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Dablin that now is, whb 
beſides the Gratitude his Country owes him, as'a 
moſt wiſe and faithful CounſeHour, hath left Me- 
morials of his Bounty almoſt in every part of his 
Province. I might add the Arch- Biſhop of Caſhel, 
the Biſhop of Raphoe, and ſeveral others, not forget- 
ting the late Dean of Down, Dr. Pratt, who beſtowed 
a thouſand Pound upon the Univerſity: Which 
Foundation, (that I may obſerve by the Way) if 
the Bill propoſed ſhould Paſs, would be in the 


in to advance the Sri 


able aga 


pends of the Fellows 


do; the determinate Sum appointed by the Sta- 
tutes for Commons, r half cient, by 
the fall of Money, to afford neceſſary Suſtenance. 


all Eccleſiaſtical Beneficence for the Time to come; 
and whether this will be ſupplied by thoſe who are 
to Reap the Benefit, better than it hath been done 
by the Grantees of Impropriate Tythes, who re- 
ceived them upon the old Church Conditions of 
keeping Hoſpitality, it will be eaſy to conjectare. 

To alledge, that paſſing ſuch a Bill would be a 
good Encouragement to improve Biſnops Lands, is 
2 great Error. Is it not the general Method of 
Landlords to wait the Expiration of a Leaſe, and 
then Cant their Lands to the higheſt Bidder? and 
what ſhould hinder the ſame Courſe to be taken in 
Church Leaſes, when the Limitation is removed of 
paying half che real Value to the Biſhop ? In riding 
through the Country, how few Improvements do 
we ce upon the Ellates of Laymen, farther e 
* about 


4 


— 


about their own Domains? To ſay the Truth, it is 
a great Misfortune as well to the Publick as to the 
Biſhops themſelves, that their Lands are generally 
let to Lords and great: Squires, who in Reaſon, were 
never deligned to be Tenants, and therefore may 
naturally murmur at the Payment of Rent, as 4 Sub. 
ſerviency they were not horn to. If the Tenants 
to the Church were honeſt Farmers, they would pay 
their Fines and Rencs with chearfulneſs, improve 
their Lands, and thank God they were to give but 
a Moderate half Value for what they held. I have 
heard a Man of a Thouſand Pounds a Year, talk 
ver | with great contempt of Biſhops Leaſes, as being 
WS || on a worſe. Foot than the reſt of his Eſtate ; and 
"tO | he had certainly Reaſon: My Anſwer was, that ſuch 
ta- Leaſes were originally intended only for the Bene- 
by | fit of Taduſtrious. Husbandmen, who would think 
Ice. | it a great Bleſſing to be ſo provided for, inſtead of 
to ¶ having his Farm | up to che Height, not eat- 
ne; ing one comfortable Meal in a Year; nor able to 
© find Shoes for his Children, -.  _ ee at 
I know- not any Advantage that can accrue by 
ſuch a Bill, except the preventing of Perjury in Ju- 
rymen, and falſe Dealing in Tenants; which is a Re- 
» | medy like that of giving my Money to an Highway 
Maa before he attempts ta take it by force; and 1o 

I ſhall be ſure to prevent the Sin of Robbery. 
I had wrote thus far, and thought to have put 
p Had 15 when N ſeat me a ſmall Pam - 
hlet, Entitled, The. Caſe of the Laith, with ſome Que- 
ies; full of the ſtrongeſt Malice a ainſ the Clergy, 
that I liaye any where met with ſince. the Reign of 


dvocates do infinite Miſchief ro our good: Cauſe, -.. £ ; S | 
F giriag. Grougds.to the. unjuſt Aer of I's 


land and others of chat Tee. Theſs kiads of . 3 


5 Memory of the late King WILLIAM, who pre- 


2 „ „ 
10 18 = Ma 
©Tozies and Jacobites, who charge vs unh being 
Enemies to the Church. If I bear an hearty un- 
feigned Loyalty to his Majeſty King GEORGE, 
And che Houſe of HANOVER, not © haken in che 
_+Heaft by the Hardſhips we lie under, which never 
c an be impurable to ſo gracious a Prince; If T ſin- 
cerely abjure the Pretender and all Papiſh Succe- 
"C0283 If I bear a due Veneration to the Glorious 


©. *feryed theſe Kingdoms from 2 and Slavery, 
with the Expence of his Blood, and hazard of, his 
Life: And laftly, if Jam for a proper Indulgenceto 
all. Diſſenters; I think nothing more can be reaſon- 
ably demanded of Me as a WHIG, and that my 
Political Catechiſm is full and Complear. But who- 
| ever under the Shelter of that Party- Denomination, 
and of many great Profeſſions of Loyalty, would 
Deſtroy, or Undermine, or Injure the CHURCH 
„ I utterly diſown him, and think he 
t to chuſe another Name of Diſtinction for 
himſelf, and his Adherents. I came into the Cauſe 
1. upon other Principles, which, by the Grace of GOD 
**"T'mean to preſetye as long as I live. Shall we ju 
" "ſtifle the Accuſations of our Adverſaries? Hoc Itha 
cus velit The Tones: and Jacobites will be 
hold us with à malicious Pleaſure determined upo 
the Ruin of our Friends: - For is not the preſent Se 
of Biſiops almoſt intirely of that Number, as we 
das a'great Majority of the Principal Clergy An 
2 ſh6rr. time Will reduce the whple, by Vackic 
upon Death. 8 
An Icpartial "ROY if he Heels to examin 
what 1. Bars already ſald, will eaſily anſwer th 
| bold-(ueries in the Pamphlet I mentioned; he wi 
de — chat the-Reafon all Arongly exiſts fl 


whit 


which that limiting J. A Reaſon: 
able Man will wonder where can be tbe inſafferalle 
Grievance that an Feclefraftiral Landlord ſnhould ex · 
pect a moderate ot third Part Value in Rent far his 
-ands, when his Title is at leaſt as Antient and eas 


| Epiſcopal Rent-Ro 
that all the Church Lands in the Kingdom were 
thrown up to the Laity, Would the Tenants in 


1 


Law was enacted. . A Reaſon- 


Legal as that of a Lay- man, who is yet but ſeldom 


guilty of giving ſuch beneficial Bargains. Has he 


Nation been thrown' into Confufion o And have many 


poor Families Leen'Ruined by Rack Rents pay d for 
the Lands of the Church? Does the Nation cry out 


to have a Law that muſt in time ſend their Biſhops 


a Begging? But God be thanked, the Clamour of : 
Enemies to the Church is not yet the Cry, and 1 
will never prove the Voice of the Nation. 


hope will n | 
The Clergy, I conceive, will hardly allow that he 
People maintain them; any more than in the Senſe 


that all Landlords whatſoever:are maintained by the 


People. Such Aſſerſions as theſe, and the Inſinu- 


ations they carry along with-them, proceed from 
Principles which cannot be avowed by thoſe. Who 


are for preſerving the HappyiCon/t#ution in Church 
and State. Whoeyer were the Propoſer. of. ſuch 


Queries, it might have provoked a bold Writer-co 


Retaliate, perhaps with more Juſtice than Prudence, 
Dy ſhewing, at whoſe Door the Grievance lies, and 
that che Biſhops at leaſt are not co Anſwer for the 
Poverty af Tenants. - . : 
Joo gratifie this great Reformer, who enlarges the 
Fl almoſt one half, let me ſuppoſe 


ſuch a Caſe, ſit eaſier in their Rents than they da 
now? Or, would the Money be;equally ſpent ig. the © 


Fingdom? No: Tlie Farmer would be ſerewed up 


* 


. 


to che utmoſt Pen y by the Agents and Stewards of kg 
E , . 2 f a, 4 
. 


. 


and the Revenues employed in makin 


2 


Albſentees, d 41 
argu at Eridon; to which City a full third Pare 
of the whole Income of Ireland Annually returns 
ed to anſwer that ſingle Article of Maintenance for 
 Trifb Landlords. 4s 1 a, RT ts 
Another of his Quarrels is againſt Pluralities and 


Non-Refidenee;, As to the Former, it is a Word of ill 
Name, bur not well underſto6d;; The Clergy: ha- 
vying been. ſtripped of the greateſt Part of theit 
Revenues, the Glebes being 6 loſt; the 7ythes 
in the Hands of Laymen, the: Churches Demoli- 
| Thed, and the Country Depopulated; in order to 
8 4 Face of C riſtianity, it was neceſſary 
to unite ſmall Yicarages ſufficient to make a tolera- 
ble Maintenance for a Miniffer. The Profit of Ten 
ot a Dozen of theſe Unions, do ſeldom amount to 
above Eighty or an Hundred Pounds a Year; If 
there be a very fe Dignitaries, whoſe Preferments 
are perhaps mote liable to this Accuſation, it is to 
be ſyppoſed they may be Favourites of the Time or 
Perſons of Saperiour Merit, for whom there harh 
eyer been ſome Indulgence in all Governments. © 
As to Ner-Refidence, I believe there is no Chri- 
ſtian Country upon Earth, where the Clergy have 
leſs ro anfwer for upon that Article. I am confi- 
dent there are not Fen Clergy-men in the King- 
dom, who properly ſpeaking, can be termed Non- 
Reſidents: For ſurely we are not to reckon in that 
Number, thoſe, who for want of Glehes, are forced 
to retite to the neareſt Neighbouring Village for 
a Cabin tops their Heads in; the Leading Man of 
the Pariſſiß Wen he makes the greateſt Clamour, 
beiog leaſt diſpoſed to Accommodate the Miniſter 
wich an Acre of Ground. And indeed, conſidering 
6 rhe Difficulties the Clergy lie — 2 this Head, 


Ts \ 
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heard it computed by many skilful Obſervers whoſe 


a7 © OS 
it bank ber frequent Matter of Wilnderto ifs, bew 
they are able to ant that n their Dues =. 
well as they doe. 2 
There is a Noble Aurhor whar harh' lately 4 8 
dreſſed to the Houſe of COMMONs an — 
lent Diſcourſe for the Bucouragement of Agriculture, 
full of moſt uſeful Mints, which I hope that Ho- 
nourable A SSEMBL Y-+will conſider as they Des 
ſerye. T am nor a Stranger to His L-———p, ang 
excepting in What relates ro the Church, those 
are few Perſons; with whoſe Opinions I am betten 
pleaſed to agree, and am therefore grieved when 1 
find him charging the Inconveniencies in the Pay- 
ment of Tythes upon the Clergy and their Proftors.. 
His L p is above conſidering a very known 
and vulgar Truth, that the meaneſt Farmer hat all 
manner of Advantages againſt che moſt Pomerſulł 
Clergymen, by whom it is impoſſible he can be 
wronged, although the Mini/ter were ever ſo — 
poſed; the whole Syſtem of Teaixg, Perplexing and 
Defrauding the Proclor or his'Maſter being as well 
no to every Plow-Man, as the Reaping or S0 
ing of his Corn, and much more Artfully Practt. 
ſed. Beſides, the Leading Man in the Pariſh muſt 
have his Zythes at his own Rate, which is hardly 
ever above one Quarter of the Value. And I have 


Intereſt was not concerned, that the Clergy did 
not receive throughout the Kingdom, one half of 
what the Laws have made their Due. _ 0 # 8 7 
As to his L- - p's Diſcontent againſt, the BR 
28 Courts, I ſhall not interpoſe further Han i in ven- MF | 
turing my private Opinion, that the Clergy would” —_ 
be very glad to recaver their Juſt Dues by a more Mi 


hort, Dective and Compulſive Method than ſuch * 1 . 


Cramped and limited Juriſdiction will allow. _- 


1 


oY mY 


| 6 e is not the only Petſon Aiboked 


give the Clergy the Honour of being the Sole En- 
_ couragers of all new Improvements. If Hops, Heins. 
Ha and Twenty .7hings more are to be planted, 
the Clergy: alone muſt reward the Induſtrious Far- 
mer, 3 2. of . thei Zythe. What if the 
ol Nine Parts in Ten would an, to abate 
[{noportionably in his Rent for eve 2 thus im- 
Fproyd ?. Would not a Man juſt dropt from the Clouds, 
i * -upod a full bearing, judge the Demand to be =P 
„ 4 28 Reaſonable , ñ ðͤ2à 8 
l believe no Man will diſpute his L-—pT 
ic his Eſtate; nor will I, the Jus Divinum of 7) thes. 
which be mentions with ſome Emotion. I ſup- 
poſe the Affirmative would be of little Advantage 
tothe Clergy, for the ſame Reaſon that a Maxim in 
Lu hath more weight in the World, than an 2 
cle of Faith. And yet think chere may be ſuch 
Thing as Sacrilege, becauſe it is frequently men 
dae by Greek and Rman Authors, as well as deſeri- 
dec in Hoh Writ. This I am ſure of; That his 
I. p would at any time excuſe a PARLIA- 
M ENT for not cancerning it Self in His Proper- 
tieß without His own Conſent. 
'ObſervationsT have made upon his L—p's 
Diſcourſe have nor, I confeſs, been altogether pro- 
per to my Subject; However ſince he hath been 
Pleaſed therein to offer ſome Propoſals to the Houſe 
"of Commons with relation to the Clergy, I hope 
be Wil ggeuſe me for differing from him, which 
; his own Principle, the Deſire of de- 
i) and Property, that he nean fo ſtre- 


you jy In alen moinraiged. 


£5 TE 23 715 _— 
5h Fl Bur 3 . Writer 2 declares for a Law 5 = 
empowering the Biſhops ro ſer Fee-Farms, and ſays, 
Whoever intimates that they will deny their m 
10 ſuch a. Reaſonable Law, which the whole Nativh 
ies for, are Enemies to them and the Charch. Whe- 
ther this be his real Opinion, or onl a ſtrain of . 
Mirth and Irony, the Matter is not  How- 
ever, my Sentiments are ſo directly contrary to his, 
that I think whoever 'impartially reads and con-. 
ders what I have abr Sow. _— this Argument, hass 
either no Regatd for the Eſtabliſhed under 
the Hierarchy of Biſhops, or will never conſent "_ 
any Law that ſhall repeal,” or' elude the limi 
Cluſe relating to the real half Value contained in in 
tage the Act of Parliament, Decimo Caroli, For the p 
25 ſervation of the Inheritance, Rights and Pro 
"Land; beldoging tothe Church, cad Perſons Boaly 
_ aſtical, which was grounded von — cha 
Kull, and muſt for ever ſubſiſt. 


TE 21, et. Les... | C 
1723. %; "ab 


— 


7 


n — — —— —w r — 2 


— 


— oy <5 


— 


1 * INS 607 * 4 W e 
Nn 


. 


3 


RICA 


, * ** . 
"Ti HEN © > pe 
1 u 9 5 % ＋ ind 7 
* = N * 4 1 4 - 
9 Ag * 4 
„ 72 


wght Py MP 
4 X. 75 . cl. id > val * 


33 x 
n 


enn 3 


* . 9 
„ #2 (347 


© 


: 4 I * . 5 * 1 
18 * 9 7 7 r 4 * 72 
0 10 „ 21 73 = Q FU 7 : . 
4 %s ; þ* 2X . 55 5 4  * SEW. | — 27 4 Nen — 3 
= * TH * ah = 
| 4 * > 4 4 | " * * < J * by * 1 4 "0? J * Fs * 2 82 r 
' * - % 54 ” * 4 1 l * — + * - 7 4 3 * 9 * as W 4 
. . "I . . 9 x > 4+ ® N ” . . * 4 
„ A „„ 7 -2# ” US ; *. . „ 
1 1 71 4 he 2 „ 8 ” : Wo C14 38 &* ww » £448 44; 
" * 5 0 * - a . . * * 4 
: 1 . 24k * , E / — . & oh a>. * 1 * 4 
* 1 # ; fr , J# , 8 29 ' 
"<p Hierin Ghent . rn en 
— 7 i; * _, ; 
4+ .- © 4 , at Py —= .& - . - of a 
g - : 5 * 1 5s * +» £ * * 
| 15 ” v 351 — [4 «+ + 3 ; be * 4 * 
1 7 | 33 f Y 
i » ol . * vv þ 6 i 0 2 d „ » 4 
11 £4 boys La . + 4 K 1 6 
n | 4 b 
© * « 6 o 
i . e 2 1 . cz, 7 ye 7 7 « 
7 * : SY »4 wxh 45 „14 ö 
4 * . | * 9 | * * 
- s 42 . . — TELE ib » * 
#4 4+ pe? 1 + 8 4 ©. A . b 7 
tn e N 1 * 
6 "7 . . 7 + & - a * . 
- Bren 4 + 
9 1:3 80 88 2 7 - 
” . 2 þ +.4 Pp * bn - LY * 
* , R 0 
* +a 0 — w A | RS. - _ 
W oh, SI 1% Yeh £5 \ 7 3 
4 2 4 1 *. * # -& 
4 = * t yo . * = 
? : J + % * : 7 . ' 
1 V 1 1 L ** a a a * 
* 7 "I : R 8 = 42 
* „ 1% n 9. [1 * 
"EEE, | C4 M4 , 
* M *. 
23 5 3 1 "7 1 * 
"TALE bas 4 Ay ++ * 
* , a - 
9 9 4 
** # & 
> #3 „ *pd E een 
„„ by 7 . a . 
"© aſs te ? 2 3 n 
r 
* * I ** : * 4 
; . mY A 
-4 * — 
* * ; _ e 4 * # 1 - 4 
=" - A - py 
= * 
A. * * 
* / * 
[| 
j 
/ 
elit * 
* * „ +4 SH a = * - —_— ? * 4 8. „* — 
Freer * * 8 
; * 4 2 | 
. . o 
* - 4 5 
'h | . E 
: ſ 
4 * a l 4 = — 4 * 
ow | ; 3 T YI. 8 
LS = 8 1 ” \ N 1 - 4, 
2 gx 4 . — 9 a 4 4 K 
CO * 6. + , 
8 * * 1 4 5 * . « » = 
7 , * ">", —＋ * X N 
Wor : * 2 " „ 
© "Wow. ff Bo 
"3... + "Wt *; 8 
des L | » 
ns 4 wa «as ov * # * . * # . 
” — 9 - * * de * 
. 4 . 4 9 *. 2 * oy . 4 „ 1 ® 
: — 0 * - 0 * - 
, 7 = N » + * 5 2 In "By <5 3 * — — 
4 2 9 1 4 . * 4 „ 
. R „ OT IO 7 7 1 of "> Þ 
P 4.48 2 * EC . . = 
« : * * * * ; 1 
— N — - ' 4 * ” * 
* . : 1. 7 > o * 7 
* 4 pe ne * ? L ” od * 
. * * as # 1 N * - * * * 1 
. N * * " * * 
ca. 1,4 * '4 - 
5 * * # N 5 | - ” - 
* . * — * F * 4 . P 
— * 
— „ 1 : — # # k 
*# 2 4 - a 6 * ® - 
„ „ * 9 
' re 
** *, 
Fong a> 17 yo, * 7 i. * 
* 7 4 | * n 2 


— 2 — 
* „ 
- o \ © | 
42 1 1 * # ' n 
n 1 
% . . | ___ — 
. 5 p . 
KA 4 #4 4 ” AN 15 
C , 
a 46 = S 
2 5 5 So W 1 9 Hil . 815 
BN * * = * . 7 4 $ 0 ST. oe 61 7 * * 
. r * of #; = 2 » i 12 5 1 >; a” 2 1 YE 1 
q ; , 4 f t wo x4 7 Wt. 18 8 — . 1 N Vim, _ {3 IE 
| ; . Te v il | * 
| « 


55 


ö . 


